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Parks and Recreation Advis
Commuttee Input

Do not think this is the right place to spend SDC
dollars.

Raised concerns about the:

Volleyball area bringing in large groups.

The pathway going behind the wetland area.

The large gazebo remaining,

Do not want a large family picnic shelter (not proposed
at this time).
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Exhibit C

City of Fairview

Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee

June 26, 2014

Recommendations to Council to improve the condition of Fairview Woods Park and to
improve Public Safety for the 229'"/ 230" Court neighborhoods

Council-

At the request of Council, PRAC investigated the condition of Fairview Woods Park, examined
material provided by staff about the Park and heard testimony from neighbors to the Park.
After testimony about the long standing issues surrounding the park, the Committee agreed a
range of measure should be created that could be implemented over time so the effectiveness
of each measure could be judged. A series of steps also acknowledged the reality of limited
resources, both in manpower and in budget.

The following is a list of measures recommended by the Committee.

Short-term Measures:

1-Encourage and support the installation of chain link style fences along the south Park
boundary by the adjacent apartment owners. This will reduce the likelihood of illegal trails
into the Park along the south border that lead to traffic in the west part of the park. A fence
will focus park entrance from the apartments to one location. The Committee hopes that fewer
illegal trails will be cut into the woods bordering the 229" Court neighborhood if access from
the apartments is restricted to one entrance. In addition, focusing pedestrian traffic through
the center of the Park may increase the visibility of users which may reduce crime in the Park.

2-Remove the rocks from the “rock pile” and block the trail to the rock pile. Closing this
area will eliminate an area where parties have occurred in the past which exposed the 230t
Court neighborhood to crime, excessive noise, etc. Permanent closure of this area will also
reduce access to the back of the homes on 230%™ Court which may translate to less crime.

3-Use the rocks from the rock pile to stack rocks at the entrance of each illegal trail in
the western part of the Park and some of the cut-through trails in the center of the Park.

4-Provide improved signage at both park entrances that includes a map of the trail
system, hours of public access and warnings against criminal activity. Map to include a trail
numbering or identification system so crime reports are specific to individual trails which may
help police who are called to the park.

Short to Mid-term Measures:

5-Use goats to clear out the center of the park so the view corridor is opened up
through the center of the park. Clearing out the invasive plants and underbrush is expected to
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reduce crime as was the case the last time the park was cleared out. The goal is to let the
understory expand around the perimeter of the park which may make it more difficult for illegal
trails to be cut. Clearing out the center of the park between the main trails may also make the
park more attractive to users. The goal is to increase traffic through the park so “more eyes”
discourages crime in the Park.

Mid-Term Measures:

6-Install plantings along the western trail loops between the trail and the western
boundary that reduce off trail access. This would include plantings in the trail to the rock pile to
further discourage use of this area. The use of native plantings with thorns may discourage the
illegal trails that lead to the 229" and 230" Court neighborhoods.

7-Work with 229" and 230" Court homeowners abutting the Park to identify trees
within the Park that may fall onto private property so those trees may be topped. Topping the
trees before they fall will eliminate the risk to individuals and private property.

Long-term Measures:

8-If the measures proposed along the west trail loop and rock-pile area not effective in
reducing crime in the adjacent neighborhoods by Park users, the Committee agreed the next
best step would be to close the west loop trail. Closing this trail would increase the buffer
distance between the main trails through the center of the park and these neighbors.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our recommendations with you.
Sincerely,

Steve Marker
Chairman





